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Mr. s Apology, Ce. 


the Town begins to look on them as ſo many lame 
Excuſes for Indiſcretions one is unwilling to own, 

I am now determin'd to publiſh one that ſhall be actual 
Truth, without any Regard to Self- Juſtification whatever; 
and which ſhall contain no other Defence of my late Sau- 
cineſs than what ſhall reſult from the Publick's Weakneſs, 
. having conferr'd on me ſo many great and unmerited 
avours. - 


\ 4% APOLOGIES have been ſo often repeated, that. 


And firſt, that I. am a Creature of your own making, 
will be no difficult Matter to prove, ſince what could have 


ſuſtain'd me, amidſt the numberleſs Impertinencies, Broils, 
and Confuſions I have been engag'd in ſince my commen- 
cing Manager, but that partial Love of the Public, which, 
right or wrong, would have me prefide over their Diver- 
ſions ; and by ſupporting me when I leaſt deſerv'd Encou- 
ragement, pave the Way for {till greater and more daring 


Infolencies. I was flatter'd by you that I was a great 


Player, had Talents fit to diſcern what was proper in the 
right Management of a Play-houſe, and Courage ſufficient 
to put them in Execution. . You compar'd me to Rofcrrs 
at Rome, for good acting, and to Shakeſpear at home for 
great and ſublime Abilities. What wonder then if I aſſum'd 
an Haughtineſs of Carriage ſuitable to the Dignity of theſe 
great Characters? Do you think you made me great for 
nothng ? or that I had not a Right to deſpiſe even your- 
ſelves, puff'd up as I was with the Wind of ſuch extrava- 
gant and unmeritcd Praiſes. I ſhould have been humble 
enough in my own Opinion, had not your ill-tim'd Ap- 
plauſes help'd to inflame me. Who then ws to blame 
for this Arrogance ? You firſt extoll'd my Merits above 


Meaſure, and I, to ſhew how improveable a Talent I had 


at every Thing, was vainglorious; went on fo far in this 
Maze of Conceit, that even you yourſelves at laſt began 


not able to bear me. For my Patt, in all this I think I am 
nothing to blame: and ſuch little Shame do I take at my 
paſt Conduct, that I aſſure you, was you beyond ExpeCta- 
tion to continue your Favour to me ſtill, I would not one 
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Jot alter in my Behaviour, but be the. ſame inſolent, the 
ſame irrefragable and conceited Coxcomb to the End of 
the Chapter. So much for Indulgence: now for ſome- 
thing elſe.----You find fault with me that I curtail Plays, 
and will not have Speeches exchor”d you ſeem to take De- 


light in: Who the Devil are you, that you ſhould con- 


troul me in the Management of my Concerns. Am not 
Jas free to act in my Play-houſe as any of you are in yours? 
Where is then my Injuſtice if I ſhould refuſe you? So 
fervile a Compliance-with what you unreaſonably aſk, and 
ſhew that I was more oblig'd -to you for your Company, 
than you to me for Playing, which is a Notion I would 
have by no Means propagated. I am both by Birth and 
Inclination a Gentleman, and if I now and then conde- 
ſcend to act for you, I think I do you more Honour than 
my Duty compels me to, and all the reſt ought to be left 
to my own Diſpoſal. : . 

But ſome of you will object, and ſay, *tis our Money 
ſupports you there, that you are'the Publick's Servant, and 

you ought to ſhew yourſelf more complying to thoſe whoſe 
- Favour you live by. Fine Reaſoning indeed! as if the 
Delight given by my magnificent and choice Repreſenta- 
tions, did not more than over-balance the Pleaſure con- 
ceiv'd by the collecting their dirty Money. Who bids 


them come if they have not an Inclination? Is not the 


Market fair between us? If I have their Money, have they 
not my Play ? where is then the Obligation ? I am not on- 
ly Lord of my own Houſe, but every Thing that paſſes 
there, even to the Spectators Judgments : to manage Play- 
houſes of late is not only become the Director's Province, 
but to manage Audiences alſo; and he who dares to diſ- 
pute this Prerogative will make, I am afraid, but a Moncy- 
Bill Affair of it, that is to be turn'd out of his Place; for 
by my ConneCtion with theſe Powers who are at Varience 
with thoſe who call themſelves Friends to their Country, 
Jam able at any Time, to have a Poſſe of Soldiers, or 
Conſtables, to overawe any who ſhall dare but to whiſper 
they are of the ſame Opinion with the Patriots aforemen- 


tion'd.----Tremble then, O ye Sons of Liberty and Tur- 


bulence, I will make you ſwallaw ſuch Stuff as I pleaſe to 
cram down your Throats, or you ſhall be repreſented as 


Enemies to good Government, and his M----y's mild Ad- 


_ miniſtration, ----- What ! do we not live in a free Govern- 


ment ?---What is then freer than for every: Man to do - 
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he pleaſes ? Did I ſerve you right, T ſhould invite yon 
every Night to my Theatre, promiſe you one Play, and 
give you another; and if you did not like it, turnggou'out 
of the Houſe for daring to mutiny, and ſtop every Penn 
of your Money for ſuch inſolent, tho' , provok'd Behaviour. 
You think, perhaps, that we Players are the ſame Scoun+ 
drels we were formerly | No, no, your own Indulgence of 
late has taught us to think much higher of ourſelves ; we 
are no more that tame paſſive Race, that will ſuffer raw 
young Gentlemen to lord it over us, and ſubject us to ſuch - 


Conceſſions as the meaneſt of Slaves would not fail to kick 


at. We are now Company for the beſt Lords in the Land 


who prefer our Converſation before that of the greateſt 
Wits or Proficients in any. one Science whatever. We 
have Acceſs to great Men's Chambers, when other honeſt 
Artiſts are forced to wait in their Halls. All Topicks of 
Converſation turn upon us only. Woe are allow'd to excel 
even in Merit the Poets whas Verſes we rehearſe and live 
by. In ſhort, we are the only Set of Men, now-a-days, 
worth admiring. And he who dare diſpute this Poſition, 
will be as little qualified for polite Company, as if he ſhou'd 
aſſert the Author of Pamela or Grandiſon was not a fine 
Writer, myſelf the beſt Actor the Stage ever produc'd, or 
Hall Br--ke the Glory of the Age he now lives in ; which 
to affirm (in my humble Opinion) would be little leſs than 
Prophanation. 

But Gentlemen! why quarrel ?----is not your Uſage as 
reaſonably bad as cou'd poſſibly be expected from one whom 
you always knew was above ſtooping to pleaſe you? What 
good Actors have I ſhock'd your Imaginations wich theſe 
many Seaſons paſt ? Are not they a Parcel of as mean Per- 
formers as Ill-taſte could love to diiport itſelf withall ? 
Who of them, except myſelf, ſcarce know the Grounds 
of their Mother- Tongue ; and have no more Judgment 
in Elocution than ſo many Welſb Bariſters. Have not I 


' behav'd myſelf like a*rue King, who ever jealous of any 


Rival to his Dignity, the Minute I ſaw the leaſt Spark 
of Merit beam forth from the Action of any one of them, 
that Moment I ſent him a packing? Mefington, tis true, 
I retain'd, but ſhe, you know, is a Woman, and except 
her attempting W/7/dair or Lothario, cou'd rival me, in no- 
thing. Yet begad ſuch was my Apprehenſion of hEr too 
great Capacity to pleaſe, that I had often Notions of diſ- 
charging her. And ſhou'd, perhaps ere now, have done 8 
a | i 
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Ad not my great Reliance on your natural Inconſtan 
which is ſoon tir'd of what is good, give me Hopes — 
vou wot'd one Day or another ſave me that Trouble, and 


diſcharge her for me. And indeed, ſo many Obligations 


have I to you for Favours of this Kind, that it wou'd be 
Ingratitude in me, not here to expreſs them. You baniſh'd 
for my Sake Cibber, tho' the Fault in that Quarrel was 
evidently my own, help'd me with your Tongues to be- 
ſpatter 8 and when I diſcharg'd Dyer and Moſſop, 
whoſe rifing Merits, I was ſincerely afraid of, not a Man 
of you ftarted up to ſay ill I did; but acquieſs'd- in the Ty- 
_ with as much ſeeming Pleaſure and Indifference, 
as H you hop'd to go Sharers with me in the great Sa- 
fety, and Intereſt I propos'd to myſelf in caſhiering them. 
*Fis this partial Regard of yours for ev'ry Thing that af- 
ſects my Welfare, that has enabled me to withſtand ſo 
many Storms of private, and popular Reſentment, which 
my own Folly, Impertinence, or Indiſcretion at ſundry 
Times bave drawn upon me. And I am not ſtill without 


my Hopes that though my Impudence in this late Affray, 


has been the maſt glaring imaginable, that your uſual good 
Nature will intercede in my Behalf, and reconcile it to your 
Minds though contrary to all Reaſon and Demenſtration, 
that I am ſtill innocent. So fhall you ſave yourſelves the 
Trouble of bgjng peſter'd with any farther Apologies. 


And I, who, God knows, am almoſt at my Wis end 


what Excuſe to make, will be reliev'd from the exceſſive 
Fatigue of ſeigning one, Such a Propoſal redounding to 
the mon of both Parties, ought, F think, at firſt 
hearing, to be comply'd with. But if you are reſolv'd to 
go out of your uſual Courſe of judging, and condemn me 
to Ruin for no other Reaſon than that my unparralell'd 
Impudence has deſerv'd it, I afſure you, I will be as far 
irom aſking Pardon, as you may be from gratifing it; and 
will inſiſt on it, notwithſtanding, whatever Menaces you 
may offer, that I was in the Right of what I did, and that 
you are the poor tame paſſive Poltroons my Conduct en- 
deavour'd to prove you. . | 

This, by the Way, is but Spite, for though I vapour 
thus, and make a Boaſt of my Magaaminity, 1 allure you, 
I feel my Heart ake for fear you ſhou'd take me at my 
Word, and nat force on me that Forgiveneſs which tho 
1 am too proud to aſk; wou'd be more cheriſhing to my 


Vitals than a Dram ; not that I value your Favour, con- 
Y | ſider d 
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der d merely as ſuch a Ruſh ; but am afraid, if this In- 

veteracy againſt me holds, I who have been ſo great a 
Stage-Monarch, muſt be oblig'd to abdicate, and ſeek 
protection in the Court of ſome foreign Play-houſe Prince; | 
who, perhaps, actuated with the ſame Spirit of Pride and. 
Inſolence, will not fail to Lord it as ſeverely over me, as 
did over others whoſe hard Fortune ſubjected them to my 
Tyranny. This may ſeem a juſt Retribution of my for- 
mer ill Uage, but will by no Means agree either with my 
Temper or Conſtitution. 58 . 

O People of Dublin! if you drive me from uu you, 
whither ſhall I fly to? Your Taſtes I have fo long {tudy'd 
and got the better of, that I deſpair of ever meeting the 
like again, ſhou'd I travel the whole World over. hat 
Spot on the Globe where Plays are conſider'd leſs and 
Players more than in Iralaud? Will my Puppet-ſhow 
Tricks pleaſe in any Part of Europe ſo well? Where can 
| get a College at my Beck, ready at all Emergencies, 


"right or. wrong, to ſtand by me, and vindicate my Fop- 


peries, at the Hazard of their Lives and Reputation? 
Will the Ladies of any other other Country fight, for my 
Cauſe with ſo much Acrimony as did the fair ones of this? 
do great was their extreme Love, that all Reaſoq/was put 
out of the Queſtion, and the leſs I deferv'd, the more 1 
found myſelf growing into Favour.' When other Coun- 
trymen who had real Merit, were forc'd to travel for it, 
and ſeek Encouragement abroad, for thoſe ſuperior Ta- 
lents, which was injuriouſly deny'd them at home, me you 
retain'd and cheriſh'd, and tho' the leaſt deſerving of your 

Bounties, heap'd them fo copiouſly on me, that I Lad my 
Income became to be equal to a Lords, and ſo liv'd ao- 
cordingly. *Tis true, I promis'd in Return for all this, that 
I wou'd become your moſt faithful, obſequious, and ever- 
laſting Servant; that I wou'd make your Delight my whole 


Study; and that I wou'd raiſe your Stage to a higher Pitch 


than ever it was in theſe Nations; and elevate it fo far as 
to vie with the renown'd ones of Rome and Athens. But 
here, O Iriþþ/ I humbugg'd you damnably.----For to tell 
you a Truth, which is now no longer an Advantage to 
me to conceal, I knew not one Title of all that I talk'd 
to you about. - 'The Plays and Cuſtoms of the Athenians 
were all Greek to me; for tho' I had a College Education, 
and may be preſum'd from that Circumſtance to know 
ſomething of the Matter, I ſpent my Time there as moſt 
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in my Breaſt, I come back i fay 4 d ar two mor- 

you. As T leave byhind me a Number of unhappy Crus 

- tures, who are likely to ſuffer ſevertly by our late Duarte, 

1 and who, now they have loft their Head, will be more liable 
1 | to be reputed Vagabonds than ever, is humbly. ſubmitted 
the Confideration of the truly Tender-hearted, f ſome En. 
1 | Plweyment might not be got for them ut ſome of the publle 
| 2 * Works,” ſuch as the Bridge, &c. and though it may be N 
| jected from their ill Conjtru#tion of Plays, that they wwou'd 
make but bad Builders, yet I will venture to aver from my 

© » own Knowledge, that in no Part of the World can be faunts 
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